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FIRST READING       2:1-5 
 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah  

 

The Lord draws all nations together into the eternal peace of God's kingdom 

 

The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz,  

concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 

In the days to come  

the mountain of the Temple of the Lord  

shall tower above the mountains  

and be lifted higher than the hills.  

All the nations will stream to it,  

peoples without number will come to it;  

and they will say: 

‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,  

to the Temple of the God of Jacob  

that he may teach us his ways  

so that we may walk in his paths;  

since the Law will go out from Zion,  

and the oracle of the Lord from Jerusalem.’ 

He will wield authority over the nations  

and adjudicate between many peoples;  

these will hammer their swords into ploughshares,  

their spears into sickles.  

Nation will not lift sword against nation,  

there will be no more training for war. 

O House of Jacob, come,  

let us walk in the light of the Lord. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

  

November 28: Monday 
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM    Psalm 121(122):1-2,4-5,6-9 

 

R. I rejoiced when I heard them say: ‘Let us go to God’s house.’ 

    

I rejoiced when I heard them say: 

‘Let us go to God’s house.’ 

And now our feet are standing 

within your gates, O Jerusalem.   R. 

 

It is there that the tribes go up, 

the tribes of the Lord. 

For Israel’s law it is, 

there to praise the Lord’s name. 

There were set the thrones of judgement 

of the house of David.   R. 

 

For the peace of Jerusalem pray: 

‘Peace be to your homes! 

May peace reign in your walls, 

in your palaces, peace!’    R. 

 

For love of my brethren and friends 

I say: ‘Peace upon you!’ 

For love of the house of the Lord 

I will ask for your good.    R. 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!     Cf. Psalm 79:4  
         

God of hosts, bring us back: 

let your face shine on us and we shall be saved. 

 

Alleluia! 

  

November 29: Tuesday 
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FIRST READING                 

 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 11:1-10 

 

A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse. 

 

A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse,  

a scion thrusts from his roots:  

on him the spirit of the Lord rests,  

a spirit of wisdom and insight,  

a spirit of counsel and power,  

a spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.  

(The fear of the Lord is his breath.)  

He does not judge by appearances,  

he gives no verdict on hearsay,  

but judges the wretched with integrity,  

and with equity gives a verdict for the poor of the land.  

His word is a rod that strikes the ruthless,  

his sentences bring death to the wicked.  

Integrity is the loincloth round his waist,  

faithfulness the belt about his hips. 

 

The wolf lives with the lamb, the panther lies down with the kid,  

calf and lion feed together, with a little boy to lead them.  

The cow and the bear make friends,  

their young lie down together.  

The lion eats straw like the ox.  

The infant plays over the cobra’s hole;  

into the viper’s lair the young child puts his hand.  

They do no hurt, no harm, on all my holy mountain,  

for the country is filled with the knowledge of the Lord  

as the waters swell the sea.  

That day, the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples.  

It will be sought out by the nations  

and its home will be glorious. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM     Psalm 71(72):1-2,7-8,12-13,17 

 

R. In his days justice shall flourish,  

and peace till the moon fails. 
 

O God, give your judgement to the king, 

to a king’s son your justice, 

that he may judge your people in justice 

and your poor in right judgement.     R. 
 

In his days justice shall flourish 

and peace till the moon fails. 

He shall rule from sea to sea, 

from the Great River to earth’s bounds.    R. 
 

For he shall save the poor when they cry 

and the needy who are helpless. 

He will have pity on the weak 

and save the lives of the poor.      R. 

 

May his name be blessed for ever 

and endure like the sun. 

Every tribe shall be blessed in him, 

all nations bless his name.      R. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!        Ps 84:8 
 

Let us see, O Lord, your mercy  

and give us your saving help. 
 

Alleluia! 

 

Or: 

 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia! 
 

Behold, our Lord will come with power  

and will enlighten the eyes of his servants. 

 

Alleluia! 
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FIRST READING        

 

A reading from the letter of St. Paul of the Romans 10:9-18 

 

Faith comes from what is preached, and what is preached comes from the word of Christ 

If your lips confess that Jesus is Lord  

and if you believe in your heart  

that God raised him from the dead,  

then you will be saved.  

By believing from the heart  

you are made righteous;  

by confessing with your lips  

you are saved.  

When scripture says:  

those who believe in him will have no cause for shame, 

it makes no distinction between Jew and Greek:  

all belong to the same Lord  

who is rich enough, however many ask his help,  

for everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 

But they will not ask his help  

unless they believe in him,  

and they will not believe in him  

unless they have heard of him,  

and they will not hear of him  

unless they get a preacher,  

and they will never have a preacher  

unless one is sent,  

but as scripture says:  

The footsteps of those who bring good news are a welcome sound.  

Not everyone, of course, listens to the Good News.  

As Isaiah says: Lord, how many believed what we proclaimed?  

So faith comes from what is preached,  

and what is preached comes from the word of Christ.  

Let me put the question:  

is it possible that they did not hear?  

Indeed they did;  

in the words of the psalm,  

their voice has gone out through all the earth,  

and their message to the ends of the world.    The Word of the Lord. 

 

Nov 30: Wednesday 
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM                    Psalm 18(19):2-5 

 

R. Their word goes forth through all the earth. 
 

The heavens proclaim the glory of God, 

and the firmament shows forth the work of his hands. 

Day unto day takes up the story 

and night unto night makes known the message.     R. 
 

No speech, no word, no voice is heard 

yet their span goes forth through all the earth, 

their words to the utmost bounds of the world.     R. 
 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION      Matthew 4:19 
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia! 
 

Follow me, says the Lord,  

and I will make you into fishers of men. 
 

Alleluia! 
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FIRST READING        26:1-6 
 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah      26:1-6 

 
 

Let the upright nation come in, she, the faithful one. 

 

That day, this song will be sung in the land of Judah:  

We have a strong city;  

to guard us he has set wall and rampart about us.  

Open the gates! Let the upright nation come in,  

she, the faithful one whose mind is steadfast,  

who keeps the peace,  

because she trusts in you.  

Trust in the Lord for ever,  

for the Lord is the everlasting Rock;  

he has brought low  

those who lived high up in the steep citadel;  

he brings it down, brings it down to the ground,  

flings it down in the dust:  

the feet of the lowly, the footsteps of the poor  

trample on it. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 
 

 

 

 

  

December 1: Thursday 
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM             Psalm 117(118):1,8-9,19-21,25-27 

 

R. Blessed in the name of the Lord  

is he who comes. 
 

Give thanks to the Lord for he is good. 

for his love has no end. 

It is better to take refuge in the Lord 

than to trust in men; 

it is better to take refuge in the Lord 

than to trust in princes..      R. 
 

Open to me the gates of holiness: 

I will enter and give thanks. 

This is the Lord’s own gate 

where the just may enter. 

I will thank you for you given answer 

and you are my saviour.       
 

O Lord, grant us salvation; 

O Lord, grant success. 

Blessed in the name of the Lord is he who comes. 

We bless you from the house of the Lord; 

the Lord God is our light.      R. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!       Is 40:9-10 
 

Shout with a loud voice, joyful messenger to Jerusalem.  

Here is the Lord God coming with power. 
 

Alleluia! 
 

 

Or: 
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!        Is 55:6 
 

Seek the Lord while he is still to be found,  

call to him while he is still near. 
 

Alleluia!  
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FIRST READING        29:17-24 
 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah  
 

That day the eyes of the blind will see  
 

The Lord says this: 

 

In a short time, a very short time, 

shall not Lebanon become fertile land 

and fertile land turn into forest? 

The deaf, that day, 

will hear the words of a book 

and, after shadow and darkness, 

the eyes of the blind will see. 

 

But the lowly will rejoice in the Lord even more 

and the poorest exult in the Holy One of Israel; 

for tyrants shall be no more, and scoffers vanish, 

and all be destroyed who are disposed to do evil: 

those who gossip to incriminate others, 

those who try at the gate to trip the arbitrator 

and get the upright man’s case dismissed for groundless reasons. 

 

Therefore the Lord speaks, 

the God of the House of Jacob, 

Abraham’s redeemer: 

No longer shall Jacob be ashamed, 

no more shall his face grow pale, 

for he shall see what my hands have done in his midst, 

he shall hold my name holy. 

They will hallow the Holy One of Jacob, 

stand in awe of the God of Israel. 

Erring spirits will learn wisdom 

and murmurers accept instruction. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

  

December 2: Friday 
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM    Psalm 26(27):1,4,13-14 

 

R. The Lord is my light and my help. 
 

The Lord is my light and my help; 

whom shall I fear? 

The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 

before whom shall I shrink?    R. 

 

There is one thing I ask of the Lord, 

for this I long, 

to live in the house of the Lord, 

all the days of my life, 

to savour the sweetness of the Lord, 

to behold his temple.     R. 

 

I am sure I shall see the Lord’s goodness 

in the land of the living. 

Hope in him, hold firm and take heart. 

Hope in the Lord!      R. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!      cf. Isaiah 45:8  

       

Send victory like a dew, you heavens, 

and let the clouds rain it down. 

Let the earth open and bring forth the saviour. 

 

Alleluia! 

 

Or: 
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!       
       

Behold, our Lord will come with power 

and will enlighten the eyes of his servants. 

 

Alleluia!  
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FIRST READING        
 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 30:19-21,23-26 

 

He will be gracious to you when he hears your cry. 

 

Thus says the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel:  

People of Zion, you will live in Jerusalem  

and weep no more.  

He will be gracious to you  

when he hears your cry;  

when he hears he will answer.  

When the Lord has given you  

the bread of suffering and the water of distress,  

he who is your teacher will hide no longer,  

and you will see your teacher with your own eyes.  

Whether you turn to right or left,  

your ears will hear these words behind you,  

‘This is the way, follow it.’  

He will send rain for the seed you sow in the ground,  

and the bread that the ground provides  

will be rich and nourishing. 

 

Your cattle will graze, that day, in wide pastures.  

Oxen and donkeys that till the ground  

will eat a salted fodder,  

winnowed with shovel and fork.  

On every lofty mountain, on every high hill  

there will be streams and watercourses,  

on the day of the great slaughter  

when the strongholds fall.  

Then moonlight will be bright as sunlight  

and sunlight itself be seven times brighter –  

like the light of seven days in one –  

on the day the Lord dresses the wound of his people  

and heals the bruises his blows have left. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

  

December 3: Saturday 
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM                     Psalm 146(147):1-6 
 

R. Happy are all who hope in the Lord. 
 

Praise the Lord for he is good; 

sing to our God for he is loving: 

to him our praise is due. 

The Lord builds up Jerusalem 

and brings back Israel’s exiles.     R. 
 

He heals the broken-hearted, 

he binds up all their wounds. 

He fixes the number of the stars; 

he calls each one by its name.      R. 
 

Our Lord is great and almighty; 

his wisdom can never be measured. 

The Lord raises the lowly; 

he humbles the wicked to the dust.      R. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!       Is55:6 
 

Seek the Lord while he is still to be found,  

call to him while he is still near. 
 

Alleluia! 
 

Or: 
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!       Is33:22 
 

The Lord is our judge, the Lord our lawgiver,  

the Lord our king and saviour. 
 

Alleluia! 
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FIRST READING        35:1-10 
 

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah 35:1-10 

 

God himself is coming to save you 

Let the wilderness and the dry-lands exult,  

let the wasteland rejoice and bloom,  

let it bring forth flowers like the jonquil,  

let it rejoice and sing for joy.  

The glory of Lebanon is bestowed on it,  

the splendour of Carmel and Sharon;  

they shall see the glory of the Lord,  

the splendour of our God.  

Strengthen all weary hands,  

steady all trembling knees  

and say to all faint hearts, ‘Courage! Do not be afraid.  

‘Look, your God is coming, vengeance is coming, the retribution of God; 

he is coming to save you.’  

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,  

the ears of the deaf unsealed,  

then the lame shall leap like a deer  

and the tongues of the dumb sing for joy;  

for water gushes in the desert,  

streams in the wasteland,  

the scorched earth becomes a lake,  

the parched land springs of water. 

The lairs where the jackals used to live  

become thickets of reed and papyrus…  

And through it will run a highway undefiled  

which shall be called the Sacred Way;  

the unclean may not travel by it, nor fools stray along it.  

No lion will be there  

nor any fierce beast roam about it,  

but the redeemed will walk there,  

for those the Lord has ransomed shall return.  

They will come to Zion shouting for joy,  

everlasting joy on their faces;  

joy and gladness will go with them  

and sorrow and lament be ended.    The Word of the Lord. 

  

December 5: Monday 
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM                    Psalm 84(85):9-14 

 

R. Look, our God is coming to save us. 
 

I will hear what the Lord God has to say, 

a voice that speaks of peace, 

peace for his people. 

His help is near for those who fear him 

and his glory will dwell in our land.     R. 
 

Mercy and faithfulness have met; 

justice and peace have embraced. 

Faithfulness shall spring from the earth 

and justice look down from heaven.     R. 
 

The Lord will make us prosper 

and our earth shall yield its fruit. 

Justice shall march before him 

and peace shall follow his steps.     R. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION      Luke 3:4,6 
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia! 
 

Prepare a way for the Lord,  

make his paths straight,  

and all mankind shall see the salvation of God. 
 

Alleluia! 

 

Or: Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia! 
 

See, the king, the Lord of the world, will come.  

He will free us from the yoke of our bondage. 
 

Alleluia! 
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FIRST READING        40:1-11 
 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah  
 

God consoles his people 
 

‘Console my people, console them’ says your God. 

‘Speak to the heart of Jerusalem and call to her 

that her time of service is ended, 

that her sin is atoned for, 

that she has received from the hand of the Lord 

double punishment for all her crimes.’ 

A voice cries, ‘Prepare in the wilderness 

a way for the Lord. 

Make a straight highway for our God 

across the desert. 

Let every valley be filled in, 

every mountain and hill be laid low. 

Let every cliff become a plain, 

and the ridges a valley; 

then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed 

and all mankind shall see it; 

for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’ 

A voice commands, ‘Cry!’ 

and I answered, ‘What shall I cry?’” 

– ‘All flesh is grass 

and its beauty like the wild flower’s. 

The grass withers, the flower fades 

when the breath of the Lord blows on them. 

(The grass is without doubt the people.) 

The grass withers, the flower fades, 

but the word of our God remains for ever.’ 

Go up on a high mountain, joyful messenger to Zion. 

Shout with a loud voice, joyful messenger to Jerusalem. 

Shout without fear, say to the towns of Judah, 

‘Here is your God.’ 

Here is the Lord coming with power, 

his arm subduing all things to him. 

The prize of his victory is with him, 

his trophies all go before him. 

He is like a shepherd feeding his flock, 

December 06: Tuesday 1 or St. Nicholas 
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gathering lambs in his arms, 

holding them against his breast 

and leading to their rest the mother ewes. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM     Psalm 95(96):1-3,10-13 

 

R. Here is our God coming with power. 
 

O sing a new song to the Lord, 

sing to the Lord all the earth. 

O sing to the Lord, bless his name. 

Proclaim his help day by day.   R. 

 

Tell among the nations his glory 

and his wonders among all the peoples. 

Proclaim to the nations: ‘God is king.’ 

He will judge the peoples in fairness. R. 

 

Let the heavens rejoice and earth be glad, 

let the sea and all within it thunder praise, 

let the land and all it bears rejoice, 

all the trees of the wood shout for joy 

at the presence of the Lord for he comes, 

he comes to rule the earth.   R. 

 

With justice he will rule the world, 

he will judge the peoples with his truth. R. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION      

 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!        
       

The day of the Lord is near; 

Look, he comes to save us. 

 

Alleluia! 
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FIRST READING        40:25-31 
 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah  
 

The Lord almighty gives strength to the wearied. 
 

‘To whom could you liken me 

and who could be my equal?’ says the Holy One. 

Lift your eyes and look. 

Who made these stars 

if not he who drills them like an army, 

calling each one by name? 

So mighty is his power, so great his strength, 

that not one fails to answer. 

 

How can you say, Jacob, 

how can you insist, Israel, 

‘My destiny is hidden from the Lord, 

my rights are ignored by my God’? 

Did you not know? 

Had you not heard? 

 

The Lord is an everlasting God, 

he created the boundaries of the earth. 

He does not grow tired or weary, 

his understanding is beyond fathoming. 

He gives strength to the wearied, 

he strengthens the powerless. 

Young men may grow tired and weary, 

youths may stumble, 

but those who hope in the Lord renew their strength, 

they put out wings like eagles. 

They run and do not grow weary, 

walk and never tire. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

  

December 7: St. Ambrose 
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM    Psalm 102(103):1-4,8,10 

 

R. My soul, give thanks to the Lord. 

 

My soul, give thanks to the Lord 

all my being, bless his holy name. 

My soul, give thanks to the Lord 

and never forget all his blessings.   R. 

 

It is he who forgives all your guilt, 

who heals every one of your ills, 

who redeems your life from the grave, 

who crowns you with love and compassion. R. 

 

The Lord is compassion and love, 

slow to anger and rich in mercy. 

He does not treat us according to our sins 

nor repay us according to our faults.  R. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!        
      

Behold, our Lord will come with power 

and will enlighten the eyes of his servants. 

 

Alleluia! 

 

Or: 
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!        

       

Look, the Lord will come to save his people. 

Blessed those who are ready to meet him. 
 

Alleluia! 
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FIRST READING                 
 

A reading from the book of Genesis 3:9-15,20 

 

‘The offspring of the woman will crush your head’ 

 

After Adam had eaten of the tree  

the Lord God called to him.  

‘Where are you?’ he asked.  

‘I heard the sound of you in the garden;’ he replied  

‘I was afraid because I was naked, so I hid.’  

‘Who told you that you were naked?’ he asked  

‘Have you been eating of the tree I forbade you to eat?’  

The man replied,  

‘It was the woman you put with me;  

she gave me the fruit, and I ate it.’  

Then the Lord God asked the woman,  

‘What is this you have done?’  

The woman replied, ‘The serpent tempted me and I ate.’ 

Then the Lord God said to the serpent,  

‘Because you have done this,  

‘Be accursed beyond all cattle, all wild beasts.  

You shall crawl on your belly and eat dust  

every day of your life.  

I will make you enemies of each other:  

you and the woman, your offspring and her offspring.  

It will crush your head  

and you will strike its heel.’  

The man named his wife ‘Eve’  

because she was the mother of all those who live. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM       Psalm 97(98):1-4 

 

R. Sing a new song to the Lord for he has worked wonders. 
 

Sing a new song to the Lord 

for he has worked wonders. 

His right hand and his holy arm 

have brought salvation.     R. 

 

December 8: Immaculate Conception 
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The Lord has made known his salvation; 

has shown his justice to the nations. 

He has remembered his truth and love 

for the house of Israel.     R. 
 

All the ends of the earth have seen 

the salvation of our God. 

Shout to the Lord, all the earth, 

ring out your joy.      R. 
 

SECOND READING     
 

A reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Ephesians  1:3-6,11-12 

 
‘Before the world was made, God chose us in Christ’ 

 

Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

who has blessed us  

with all the spiritual blessings of heaven in Christ.  

Before the world was made,  

he chose us, chose us in Christ,  

to be holy and spotless,  

and to live through love in his presence,  

determining that we should become his adopted sons,  

through Jesus Christ  

for his own kind purposes,  

to make us praise the glory of his grace,  

his free gift to us in the Beloved.  

And it is in him that we were claimed as God’s own,  

chosen from the beginning,  

under the predetermined plan  

of the one who guides all things  

as he decides by his own will;  

chosen to be, for his greater glory,  

the people who would put their hopes in Christ before he came. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   cf.Luke 1:28    
 

Alleluia, alleluia! Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee! Blessed art 

thou among women. Alleluia! 
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FIRST READING        48:17-19 
 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah  
 

If only you had been alert to my commandments. 

 

Thus says the Lord, your redeemer, the Holy One of Israel: 

 

I, the Lord, your God, teach you what is good for you, 

I lead you in the way that you must go. 

If only you had been alert to my commandments, 

your happiness would have been like a river, 

your integrity like the waves of the sea. 

Your children would have been numbered like the sand, 

your descendants as many as its grains. 

Never would your name have been cut off or blotted out before me. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

  

December 9 : St. Juan Diego 
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM     Psalm 1:1-4,6 

 

R. Anyone who follows you, Lord,  

    will have the light of life.  

 

Happy indeed is the man 

who follows not the counsel of the wicked; 

nor lingers in the way of sinners 

nor sits in the company of scorners, 

but whose delight is the law of the Lord 

and who ponders his law day and night. R. 

 

He is like a tree that is planted 

beside the flowing waters, 

that yields its fruit in due season 

and whose leaves shall never fade; 

and all that he does shall prosper.  R. 

 

Not so are the wicked, not so! 

For they like winnowed chaff 

shall be driven away by the wind: 

for the Lord guards the way of the just 

but the way of the wicked leads to doom. R. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!       

       

See, the king, the Lord of the world, will come. 

He will free us from the yoke of our bondage. 
 

Alleluia! 

 

Or: 
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!       
       

The Lord will come, go out to meet him. 

Great is his beginning and his reign will have no end. 

 

Alleluia! 
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FIRST READING        
 

A reading from the book of Ecclesiasticus 48:1-4,9-12 
 

Elijah will come again. 
 

The prophet Elijah arose like a fire,  

his word flaring like a torch. 

It was he who brought famine on them,  

and who decimated them in his zeal.  

By the word of the Lord,  

he shut up the heavens,  

he also, three times, brought down fire.  

How glorious you were in your miracles, Elijah!  

Has anyone reason to boast as you have?  

Taken up in the whirlwind of fire,  

in a chariot with fiery horses;  

designated in the prophecies of doom  

to allay God’s wrath before the fury breaks,  

to turn the hearts of fathers towards their children,  

and to restore the tribes of Jacob. 

Happy shall they be who see you,  

and those who have fallen asleep in love. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

  

December 10 : Saturday or Our Lady of Loreto 
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM     Psalm 79(80):2-3,15-16,18-19 

 

R. God of hosts, bring us back;  

     let your face shine on us and we shall be saved. 
 

O shepherd of Israel, hear us, 

shine forth from your cherubim throne. 

O Lord, rouse up your might, 

O Lord, come to our help.     R. 
 

God of hosts, turn again, we implore, 

look down from heaven and see. 

Visit this vine and protect it, 

the vine your right hand has planted.   R. 
 

May your hand be on the man you have chosen, 

the man you have given your strength. 

And we shall never forsake you again; 

give us life that we may call upon your name.      R. 

 

R. Lord of hosts, bring us back;  

     let your face shine on us and we shall be saved. 
 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!       
 

The day of the Lord is near;  

Look, he comes to save us. 
 

Alleluia! 
 

Or: 
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!      Luke 3:4,6 
 

Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths straight,  

and all mankind shall see the salvation of God. 
 

Alleluia! 
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FIRST READING       24:2-7,15-17 
 

A reading from the book of Numbers  

 

A star from Jacob takes the leadership 

 

Raising his eyes Balaam saw Israel, encamped by tribes;  

the spirit of God came on him and he declaimed his poem. He said: 

 

‘The oracle of Balaam son of Beor, 

the oracle of the man with far-seeing eyes, 

the oracle of one who hears the word of God. 

He sees what Shaddai makes him see, 

receives the divine answer, and his eyes are opened. 

How fair are your tents, O Jacob! 

How fair your dwellings, Israel! 

Like valleys that stretch afar, 

like gardens by the banks of a river, 

like aloes planted by the Lord, 

like cedars beside the waters! 

A hero arises from their stock, 

he reigns over countless peoples. 

His king is greater than Agag, 

his majesty is exalted.’ 

 

Then Balaam declaimed his poem again. He said: 

 

‘The oracle of Balaam son of Beor, 

the oracle of the man with far-seeing eyes, 

the oracle of one who hears the word of God, 

of one who knows the knowledge of the Most High. 

He sees what Shaddai makes him see, 

receives the divine answer, and his eyes are opened. 

I see him – but not in the present, 

I behold him – but not close at hand: 

a star from Jacob takes the leadership, 

a sceptre arises from Israel.’ 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

  

December 12: Monday or Our Lady of Guadalupe 
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM    Psalm 24(25):4-6,7a-9 

 

R. Lord, make me know your ways. 
    

Lord, make me know your ways. 

Lord, teach me your paths. 

Make me walk in your truth, and teach me: 

for you are God my saviour.   R. 

 

Remember your mercy, Lord, 

and the love you have shown from of old. 

In your love remember me, 

Because of your goodness, O Lord.   R. 

 

The Lord is good and upright. 

He shows the path to those who stray, 

He guides the humble in the right path, 

He teaches his way to the poor.  R. 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!        

       

The Lord will come, go out to meet him. 

Great is his beginning and his reign will have no end. 

 

Alleluia! 

 

Or: 
Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!     Psalm 84:8  

         

Let us see, O Lord, your mercy 

and give us your saving help. 

 

Alleluia! 
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FIRST READING       3:1-2,9-13 
 

A reading from the prophet Zephaniah  
 

Messianic salvation is promised to all the poor in spirit 
 

Trouble is coming to the rebellious, the defiled,  

the tyrannical city!  

She would never listen to the call,  

would never learn the lesson;  

she has never trusted in the Lord,  

never drawn near to her God. 

Yes, I will then give the peoples 

lips that are clean,  

so that all may invoke the name of the Lord  

and serve him under the same yoke.  

From beyond the banks of the rivers of Ethiopia  

my suppliants will bring me offerings. 

When that day comes  

you need feel no shame for all the misdeeds  

you have committed against me,  

for I will remove your proud boasters from your midst;  

and you will cease to strut on my holy mountain.  

In your midst I will leave a humble and lowly people,  

and those who are left in Israel  

will seek refuge in the name of the Lord.  

They will do no wrong, will tell no lies;  

and the perjured tongue  

will no longer be found in their mouths.  

But they will be able to graze and rest  

with no one to disturb them. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

 

  

December 13: St. Lucy 
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM    Psalm 33(34):2-3,6-7,16,18-19,23 

 

R. This poor man called; the Lord heard him. 
 

I will bless the Lord at all times, 

his praise always on my lips; 

in the Lord my soul shall make its boast. 

The humble shall hear and be glad.  R. 

 

Look towards him and be radiant; 

let your faces not be abashed. 

This poor man called, the Lord heard him 

and rescued him from all his distress. R. 

 

The Lord turns his face against the wicked 

to destroy their remembrance from the earth. 

The just call and the Lord hears 

and rescues them in all their distress. R. 

 

The Lord is close to the broken-hearted; 

those whose spirit is crushed he will save. 

The Lord ransoms the souls of his servants. 

Those who hide in him shall not be condemned. R. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION      

 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!        

            

Look, the Lord will come to save his people. 

Blessed those who are ready to meet him. 

 

Alleluia! 

 

Or: 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!        

            

Come, Lord! Do not delay. 

Forgive the sins of your people. 

 

Alleluia! 
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 FIRST READING       45:6-8,18,21-25 
 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah   
 

Send victory like a dew, you heavens 

 

Apart from me, all is nothing. 

I am the Lord, unrivalled, 

I form the light and create the dark. 

I make good fortune and create calamity, 

it is I, the Lord, who do all this. 

Send victory like a dew, you heavens, 

and let the clouds rain it down. 

Let the earth open for salvation to spring up. 

Let deliverance, too, bud forth 

which I, the Lord, shall create. 

Yes, thus says the Lord, creator of the heavens, 

who is God, 

who formed the earth and made it, 

who set it firm, 

created it no chaos, 

but a place to be lived in: 

‘I am the Lord, unrivalled: there is no other god besides me. 

A God of integrity and a saviour: 

there is none apart from me. 

Turn to me and be saved, 

all the ends of the earth, 

for I am God unrivalled. 

‘By my own self I swear it; 

what comes from my mouth is truth, 

a word irrevocable: 

before me every knee shall bend, 

by me every tongue shall swear, 

saying, “From the Lord alone 

come victory and strength.” 

To him shall come, ashamed, all who raged against him. 

Victorious and glorious through the Lord shall be 

all the descendants of Israel.’ 

The Word of the Lord. 

  

December 14: St. John of the Cross 
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM     Psalm 84 (85):9-14  cf. Is 45:8 

 

R. Send victory like a dew, you heavens,  

     and let the clouds rain it down. 

 

I will hear what the Lord God has to say, 

a voice that speaks of peace, 

peace for his people. 

His help is near for those who fear him 

and his glory will dwell in our land.  R. 

 

Mercy and faithfulness have met; 

justice and peace have embraced. 

Faithfulness shall spring from the earth 

and justice look down from heaven.  R. 

 

The Lord will make us prosper 

and our earth shall yield its fruit. 

Justice shall march before him 

and peace shall follow his steps.  R. 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!      Isaiah 55:6 
           

Seek the Lord while he is still to be found, 

call to him while he is still near. 

 

Alleluia! 

 

Or: 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!      Isaiah 40:9-10 
           

Shout with a loud voice, joyful messenger to Jerusalem. 

Here is the Lord God coming with power. 

 

Alleluia! 
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FIRST READING        54:1-10 
 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah  
 

Like a forsaken wife, the Lord calls you back 

 

Shout for joy, you barren women who bore no children! 

Break into cries of joy and gladness, you who were never in labour! 

For the sons of the forsaken one are more in number 

than the sons of the wedded wife, says the Lord. 

Widen the space of your tent, 

stretch out your hangings freely, 

lengthen your ropes, make your pegs firm; 

for you will burst out to right and to left. 

Your race will take possession of the nations, 

and people the abandoned cities. 

Do not be afraid, you will not be put to shame, 

do not be dismayed, you will not be disgraced; 

for you will forget the shame of your youth 

and no longer remember the curse of your widowhood. 

For now your creator will be your husband, 

his name, the Lord of Hosts; 

your redeemer will be the Holy One of Israel, 

he is called the God of the whole earth. 

Yes, like a forsaken wife, distressed in spirit, 

the Lord calls you back. 

Does a man cast off the wife of his youth? 

says your God. 

I did forsake you for a brief moment, 

but with great love will I take you back. 

In excess of anger, for a moment 

I hid my face from you. 

But with everlasting love I have taken pity on you, 

says the Lord, your redeemer. 

I am now as I was in the days of Noah 

when I swore that Noah’s waters 

should never flood the world again. 

So now I swear concerning my anger with you 

and the threats I made against you; 

 

December 15: Thursday 
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for the mountains may depart, 

the hills be shaken, 

but my love for you will never leave you 

and my covenant of peace with you will never be shaken, 

says the Lord who takes pity on you. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM    Psalm 29(30):2,4-6,11-13 

 

R. I will praise you, Lord, you have rescued me. 

 

I will praise you, Lord, you have rescued me. 

and have not let my enemies rejoice over me. 

O Lord, you have raised my soul from the dead, 

restored me to life from those who sink into the grave.  R. 

 

Sing psalms to the Lord, you who love him, 

give thanks to his holy name. 

His anger lasts a moment; his favour all through life. 

At night there are tears, but joy comes with dawn.  R. 

 

The Lord listened and had pity. 

The Lord came to my help. 

For me you have changed my mourning into dancing: 

O Lord my God, I will thank you for ever.    R. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!      Luke 3:4,6  

 

 Prepare a way for the Lord, 

make his paths straight, 

and all mankind shall see the salvation of God. 

 

Alleluia! 
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FIRST READING        56:1-3,6-8 
 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah  
 

If only you had been alert to my commandments 

 

Thus says the Lord:  

Have a care for justice, act with integrity,  

for soon my salvation will come  

and my integrity be manifest. 

Blessed is the man who does this  

and the son of man who clings to it:  

observing the sabbath, not profaning it,  

and keeping his hand from every evil deed. 

Let no foreigner who has attached himself to the Lord say,  

‘The Lord will surely exclude me from his people.’  

Let no eunuch say, ‘And I, I am a dried-up tree.’ 

Foreigners who have attached themselves to the Lord  

to serve him and to love his name and be his servants –  

all who observe the sabbath, not profaning it,  

and cling to my covenant –  

these I will bring to my holy mountain.  

I will make them joyful in my house of prayer.  

Their holocausts and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar,  

for my house will be called  

a house of prayer for all the peoples. 

It is the Lord God who speaks,  

who gathers the outcasts of Israel:  

there are others I will gather  

besides those already gathered. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

  

December 16: Friday 
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM     Psalm 66(67):2-3,5,7-8 

 

R. Let the peoples praise you, O God, let all the peoples praise you. 

 

O God, be gracious and bless us 

and let your face shed its light upon us. 

So will your ways be known upon earth 

and all nations learn your saving help. R. 

 

Let the nations be glad and exult 

for you rule the world with justice. 

With fairness you rule the peoples, 

you guide the nations on earth.  R. 

 

The earth has yielded its fruit 

for God, our God, has blessed us. 

May God still give us his blessing 

till the ends of the earth revere him.  R. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!     Psalm 84:8   
       

Let us see, O Lord, your mercy 

and give us your saving help. 
 

Alleluia! 
 

Or: 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!  
       

Come to us, Lord, with your peace 

that we may rejoice in your presence with sincerity of heart. 
 

Alleluia! 
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FIRST READING       49:2,8-10 
 

A reading from the book of Genesis  
 

Until he comes, the sceptre will not pass from Judah  

 

Jacob called his sons and said: 

 

‘Gather round, sons of Jacob, and listen;  

listen to Israel your father.  

Judah, your brothers shall praise you:  

you grip your enemies by the neck,  

your father’s sons shall do you homage,  

Judah is a lion cub,  

you climb back, my son, from your kill;  

like a lion he crouches and lies down,  

or a lioness: who dare rouse him?  

The sceptre shall not pass from Judah,  

nor the mace from between his feet,  

until he come to whom it belongs,  

to whom the peoples shall render obedience. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

  

December 17: Saturday 
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM     Psalm 71(72):1-4,7-8,17 

 

R. In his days justice shall flourish, and peace till the moon fails. 

 

O God, give your judgement to the king, 

to a king’s son your justice, 

that he may judge your people in justice 

and your poor in right judgement.  R. 

 

May the mountains bring forth peace for the people 

and the hills, justice. 

May he defend the poor of the people 

and save the children of the needy.  R. 

 

In his days justice shall flourish 

and peace till the moon fails. 

He shall rule from sea to sea, 

from the Great River to earth’s bounds. R. 

 

May his name be blessed for ever 

and endure like the sun. 

Every tribe shall be blessed in him, 

all nations bless his name.   R. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!        

      

Wisdom of the Most High, 

ordering all things with strength and gentleness, 

come and teach us the way of truth. 

 

Alleluia! 
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FIRST READING       13:2-7,24-25 
 

A reading from the book of Judges  
 

‘You will conceive and bear a son’ 

 

There was a man of Zorah of the tribe of Dan, called Manoah.  

His wife was barren, she had borne no children.  

The angel of the Lord appeared to this woman  

and said to her,  

‘You are barren and have had no child.  

But from now on take great care.  

Take no wine or strong drink,  

and eat nothing unclean.  

For you will conceive and bear a son.  

No razor is to touch his head,  

for the boy shall be God’s nazirite  

from his mother’s womb.  

It is he who will begin to rescue Israel  

from the power of the Philistines.’ 

Then the woman went and told her husband,  

‘A man of God has just come to me;  

his presence was like the presence  

of the angel of God, he was so majestic.  

I did not ask him where he came from,  

and he did not reveal his name to me.  

But he said to me, “You will conceive and bear a son.  

From now on, take no wine or strong drink,  

and eat nothing unclean.  

For the boy shall be God’s nazirite  

from his mother’s womb to his dying day.”’ 

The woman gave birth to a son  

and called him Samson.  

The child grew, and the Lord blessed him;  

and the spirit of the Lord began to move him. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

 

  

December 19: Monday 
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM     Psalm 70(71):3-6,16-17 

 

R. My lips are filled with your praise, with your glory all the day long. 

 

Be a rock where I can take refuge, 

a mighty stronghold to save me; 

for you are my rock, my stronghold. 

Free me from the hand of the wicked.   R. 

 

It is you, O Lord, who are my hope, 

my trust, O Lord, since my youth. 

On you I have leaned from my birth, 

from my mother’s womb you have been my help. R. 

 

I will declare the Lord’s mighty deeds 

proclaiming your justice, yours alone. 

O God, you have taught me from my youth 

and I proclaim your wonders still.    R. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!       

 

 Root of Jesse, set up as a sign to the peoples, 

come to save us, 

and delay no more. 
 

Alleluia! 
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 A reading from the prophet Isaiah  7:10-14 

 

The maiden is with child 

 

The Lord spoke to Ahaz and said,  

‘Ask the Lord your God for a sign for yourself  

coming either from the depths of Sheol  

or from the heights above.’  

‘No,’ Ahaz answered ‘I will not put the Lord to the test.’ 

Then Isaiah said: 

‘Listen now, House of David:  

are you not satisfied with trying the patience of men  

without trying the patience of my God, too?  

The Lord himself, therefore, will give you a sign.  

It is this:  

the maiden is with child and will soon give birth to a son  

whom she will call Emmanuel,  

a name which means “God-is-with-us.”’ 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

  

December 20: Tuesday 
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM    Psalm 23(24):1-6 

 

R. Let the Lord enter! He is the king of glory. 
    

The Lord’s is the earth and its fullness, 

the world and all its peoples. 

It is he who set it on the seas; 

on the waters he made it firm.   R. 
 

Who shall climb the mountain of the Lord? 

Who shall stand in his holy place? 

The man with clean hands and pure heart, 

who desires not worthless things.  R. 
 

He shall receive blessings from the Lord 

and reward from the God who saves him. 

Such are the men who seek him, 

seek the face of the God of Jacob.  R. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     

 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia! 
         

Key of David, who open the gates of the eternal kingdom, 

come to liberate from prison 

the captive who lives in darkness. 
 

Alleluia! 
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FIRST READING       2:8-14 
 

A reading from the Song of Songs       2:8-14 
 

See how my Beloved comes, leaping over the mountains 
 

I hear my Beloved.  

See how he comes leaping on the mountains,  

bounding over the hills.  

My Beloved is like a gazelle, like a young stag.  

See where he stands behind our wall.  

He looks in at the window,  

he peers through the lattice.  

My Beloved lifts up his voice, he says to me, 

‘Come then, my love, my lovely one, come.  

For see, winter is past,  

the rains are over and gone.  

The flowers appear on the earth.  

The season of glad songs has come,  

the cooing of the turtledove is heard in our land.  

The fig tree is forming its first figs  

and the blossoming vines give out their fragrance.  

Come then, my love,  

my lovely one, come.  

My dove, hiding in the clefts of the rock,  

in the coverts of the cliff,  

show me your face, let me hear your voice;  

for your voice is sweet  

and your face is beautiful’. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

OR: A reading from the prophet Zephaniah           3:14-18 

 
The Lord, the king of Israel, is in your midst 

 
Shout for joy, daughter of Zion, Israel, shout aloud! 

Rejoice, exult with all your heart, daughter of Jerusalem! 

The Lord has repealed your sentence; 

he has driven your enemies away. 

The Lord, the king of Israel, is in your midst; 

you have no more evil to fear. 

When that day comes, word will come to Jerusalem: 

Zion, have no fear, do not let your hands fall limp. 

December 21: Wednesday 
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The Lord your God is in your midst,  

a victorious warrior. 

He will exult with joy over you, 

he will renew you by his love; 

he will dance with shouts of joy for you 

as on a day of festival. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM    Psalm 32(33):2-3,11-12,20-21 

 

R. Ring out your joy to the Lord, O you just;  

     O sing him a song that is new. 
 

Give thanks to the Lord upon the harp, 

with a ten-stringed lute sing him songs. 

O sing him a song that is new, 

play loudly, with all your skill.  R 
 

His own designs shall stand for ever, 

the plans of his heart from age to age. 

They are happy, whose God is the Lord, 

the people he has chosen as his own.  R 
 

Our soul is waiting for the Lord. 

The Lord is our help and our shield. 

In him do our hearts find joy. 

We trust in his holy name.   R 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!  
      

Key of David, who open the gates of the eternal kingdom, 

come to liberate from prison 

the captive who lives in darkness. 
 

Alleluia! 

 

Or: Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!  
      

Emmanuel, our king and lawgiver, 

come and save us,Lord our God. 
 

Alleluia!  
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FIRST READING       1:24-28 
 

A reading from the first book of Samuel     1:24-28 

 

Hannah gives thanks for Samuel’s birth 

 

When Hannah had weaned the infant Samuel,  

she took him up with her  

together with a three-year-old bull, an ephah of flour and a skin of wine, 

and she brought him to the temple of the Lord at Shiloh;  

and the child was with them.  

They slaughtered the bull  

and the child’s mother came to Eli.  

She said, ‘If you please, my lord.  

As you live, my lord,  

I am the woman who stood here beside you,  

praying to the Lord.  

This is the child I prayed for,  

and the Lord granted me what I asked him.  

Now I make him over to the Lord  

for the whole of his life.  

He is made over to the Lord.’  

There she left him, for the Lord. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM      1 Samuel 2:1 4-8 

 

R. My heart exults in the Lord my Saviour. 

 

My heart exults in the Lord. 

I find my strength in my God; 

my mouth laughs at my enemies 

as I rejoice in your saving help.   R. 

 

The bows of the mighty are broken, 

but the weak are clothed with strength. 

Those with plenty must labour for bread, 

but the hungry need work no more. 

December 22: Thursday 
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The childless wife has children now 

but the fruitful wife bears no more.    

 

R. My heart exults in the Lord my Saviour. 
 

It is the Lord who gives life and death, 

he brings men to the grave and back; 

it is the Lord who gives poverty and riches. 

He brings men low and raises them on high. R. 

 

He lifts up the lowly from the dust, 

from the dung heap he raises the poor 

to set him in the company of princes 

to give him a glorious throne.    

For the pillars of the earth are the Lord’s, 

on them he has set the world.    R 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!  

      

Root of Jesse, 

set up as a sign to the peoples, 

come to save us 

and delay no more. 
 

Alleluia! 

 

Or: 
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!  

      

King of the peoples 

and cornerstone of the Church, 

come and save man, 

whom you made from the dust of the earth. 
 

Alleluia! 
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FIRST READING       3:1-4,23-24 
 

A reading from the prophet Malachi     3:1-4,23-24 

 
I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the day of the Lord comes 

 

The Lord God says this:  

Look, I am going to send my messenger  

to prepare a way before me.  

And the Lord you are seeking  

will suddenly enter his Temple;  

and the angel of the covenant whom you are longing for,  

yes, he is coming, says the Lord of Hosts.  

Who will be able to resist the day of his coming?  

Who will remain standing when he appears?  

For he is like the refiner’s fire  

and the fullers’ alkali.  

He will take his seat as refiner and purifier;  

he will purify the sons of Levi  

and refine them like gold and silver,  

and then they will make the offering to the Lord  

as it should be made.  

The offering of Judah and Jerusalem  

will be welcomed by the Lord  

as in former days, as in the years of old.  

Know that I am going to send you Elijah the prophet  

before my day comes,  

that great and terrible day.  

He shall turn the hearts of fathers towards their children  

and the hearts of the children towards their fathers,  

lest I come and strike the land with a curse. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

 

  

December 23: Friday 
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM     Psalm 24(25):4-5,8-9,10,14 

 

R. Stand erect, hold your heads high,  

     because your liberation is near at hand. 
 

Lord, make me know your ways. 

Lord, teach me your paths. 

Make me walk in your truth, and teach me: 

for you are God my saviour.  R. 

 

The Lord is good and upright. 

He shows the path to those who stray, 

He guides the humble in the right path, 

He teaches his way to the poor. R. 

 

His ways are faithfulness and love 

for those who keep his covenant and will. 

The Lord’s friendship is for those who revere him; 

to them he reveals his covenant. R. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia! 

     

King of the peoples 

and cornerstone of the Church, 

come and save man, 

whom you made from the dust of the earth. 
 

Alleluia! 
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FIRST READING       7:1-5,8-12,14,16 
 

A reading from the second book of Samuel  
 

The kingdom of David will always stand secure before the Lord 
 

Once David had settled into his house and the Lord had given him rest from 

all the enemies surrounding him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, ‘Look, 

I am living in a house of cedar while the ark of God dwells in a tent.’ Nathan 

said to the king, ‘Go and do all that is in your mind, for the Lord is with you.’ 

 

But that very night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: 

 

‘Go and tell my servant David, “Thus the Lord speaks: Are you the man to 

build me a house to dwell in? I took you from the pasture, from following the 

sheep, to be a leader of my people Israel; I have been with you on all your 

expeditions; I have cut off all your enemies before you. I will give you fame as 

great as the fame of the greatest on earth. I will provide a place for my people 

Israel; I will plant them there and they shall dwell in that place and never be 

disturbed again; nor shall the wicked continue to oppress them as they did, in 

the days when I appointed judges over my people Israel; I will give them rest 

from all their enemies. 

 

The Lord will make you great; the Lord will make you a House. And when 

your days are ended and you are laid to rest with your ancestors, I will 

preserve the offspring of your body after you and make his sovereignty 

secure. I will be a father to him and he a son to me. Your House and your 

sovereignty will always stand secure before me and your throne be 

established for ever.”’ 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

  

December 24: Saturday 

 



48 | P a g e  

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM    Psalm 88(89):2-5,27,29 

 

R. I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord. 
 

I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord; 

through all ages my mouth will proclaim your truth. 

Of this I am sure, that your love lasts for ever, 

that your truth is firmly established as the heavens. R. 

 

‘I have made a covenant with my chosen one; 

I have sworn to David my servant: 

I will establish your dynasty for ever 

and set up your throne through all ages.   R. 

 

‘He will say to me: “You are my father, 

my God, the rock who saves me.” 

I will keep my love for him always; 

with him my covenant shall last.’    R. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!        
        

Morning star, radiance of eternal light, 

sun of justice, 

come and enlighten those who live in darkness 

and in the shadow of death. 
 

Alleluia! 

 

  



49 | P a g e  

 

FIRST READING       6:8-10,7:54-59 
 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

 

I can see heaven thrown open 

 

Stephen was filled with grace and power  

and began to work miracles and great signs  

among the people.  

But then certain people came forward  

to debate with Stephen,  

some from Cyrene and Alexandria  

who were members of the synagogue  

called the Synagogue of Freedmen,  

and others from Cilicia and Asia. 

They found they could not get the better of him  

because of his wisdom,  

and because it was the Spirit that prompted what he said.  

They were infuriated when they heard what he said, 

and ground their teeth at him. 

But Stephen, filled with the Holy Spirit,  

gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God,  

and Jesus standing at God’s right hand.  

‘I can see heaven thrown open’ he said  

‘and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.’  

At this all the members of the council shouted out  

and stopped their ears with their hands;  

then they all rushed at him,  

sent him out of the city and stoned him.  

The witnesses put down their clothes  

at the feet of a young man called Saul.  

As they were stoning him,  

Stephen said in invocation, ‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.’ 

Then he knelt down and said aloud, 

‘Lord, do not hold this sin against them’; 

And with these words he fell asleep.  

Saul entirely approved of the killing 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

  

December 26: St. Stephen 
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM     Psalm 30(31):3-4,6,8,16-17 

 

R. Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 

 

Be a rock of refuge for me, 

a mighty stronghold to save me, 

for you are my rock, my stronghold. 

For your name’s sake, lead me and guide me.  R. 

 

Into your hands I commend my spirit. 

It is you who will redeem me, Lord. 

As for me, I trust in the Lord: 

let me be glad and rejoice in your love.   R. 

 

My life is in your hands, deliver me 

from the hands of those who hate me. 

Let your face shine on your servant. 

Save me in your love.      R. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!     Psalm 117:26,27  
       

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord: 

the Lord God is our light. 

 

Alleluia!  



51 | P a g e  

 

FIRST READING       1:1-4 
 

A reading from the first letter of St. John  

 

What we have seen and heard we are telling you 

 

Something which has existed since the beginning, 

that we have heard, and we have seen with our own eyes;  

that we have watched and touched with our hands:  

the Word, who is life – this is our subject.  

That life was made visible:  

we saw it and we are giving our testimony,  

telling you of the eternal life which was with the Father  

and has been made visible to us.  

What we have seen and heard  

we are telling you  

so that you too may be in union with us,  

as we are in union with the Father  

and with his Son Jesus Christ.  

We are writing this to you to make our own joy complete. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 
 

  

December 27: St. John 
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM    Psalm 96(97):1-2,5-6,11-12 

 

R. Rejoice, you just, in the Lord. 
    

The Lord is king, let earth rejoice, 

let all the coastlands be glad. 

Cloud and darkness are his raiment; 

his throne, justice and right.  R. 
 

The mountains melt like wax 

before the Lord of all the earth. 

The skies proclaim his justice; 

all peoples see his glory.   R. 

 

Light shines forth for the just 

and joy for the upright of heart. 

Rejoice, you just, in the Lord; 

give glory to his holy name.  R. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!     cf. Te Deum  
       

We praise you, O God, 

we acknowledge you to be the Lord. 

The glorious company of the apostles praise you, O Lord. 
 

Alleluia! 

  



53 | P a g e  

 

FIRST READING       1:5-2:2 

 

A reading from the first letter of St. John  
 

The blood of Jesus Christ purifies us all from sin 
 

This is what we have heard from Jesus Christ,  

and the message that we are announcing to you:  

God is light; there is no darkness in him at all.  

If we say that we are in union with God  

while we are living in darkness,  

we are lying because we are not living the truth.  

But if we live our lives in the light,  

as he is in the light,  

we are in union with one another,  

and the blood of Jesus, his Son,  

purifies us from all sin. 

If we say we have no sin in us,  

we are deceiving ourselves  

and refusing to admit the truth; 

but if we acknowledge our sins,  

then God who is faithful and just  

will forgive our sins  

and purify us from everything that is wrong.  

To say that we have never sinned  

is to call God a liar  

and to show that his word is not in us. 

I am writing this, my children, to stop you sinning;  

but if anyone should sin,  

we have our advocate with the Father,  

Jesus Christ, who is just;  

he is the sacrifice that takes our sins away,  

and not only ours, but the whole world’s. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

 

  

December 28: Holy Innocents 
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM    Psalm 123(124):2-5,7-8 

 

R. Our life, like a bird, has escaped  

    from the snare of the fowler. 
 

If the Lord had not been on our side 

when men rose against us, 

then would they have swallowed us alive 

when their anger was kindled.  R. 

 

Then would the waters have engulfed us, 

the torrent gone over us; 

over our head would have swept 

the raging waters.     R. 

 

Indeed the snare has been broken 

and we have escaped. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

who made heaven and earth.   R. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!     cf. Te Deum  
       

We praise you, O God, 

we acknowledge you to be the Lord; 

the noble army of martyrs praise you, O Lord. 
 

Alleluia! 
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FIRST READING        
 

A reading from first letter of St. John     2:3-11 

 
Anyone who loves his brother is living in the light 

 

We can be sure that we know Jesus 

only by keeping his commandments. 

Anyone who says, ‘I know him’, 

and does not keep his commandments, 

is a liar, 

refusing to admit the truth. 

But when anyone does obey what he has said, 

God’s love comes to perfection in him. 

We can be sure that we are in God 

only when the one who claims to be living in him 

is living the same kind of life as Christ lived. 

My dear people, 

this is not a new commandment that I am writing to tell you, 

but an old commandment 

that you were given from the beginning, 

the original commandment which was the message brought to you. 

Yet in another way, what I am writing to you, 

and what is being carried out in your lives as it was in his, 

is a new commandment; 

because the night is over 

and the real light is already shining. 

Anyone who claims to be in the light 

but hates his brother 

is still in the dark. 

But anyone who loves his brother is living in the light 

and need not be afraid of stumbling; 

unlike the man who hates his brother and is in the darkness, 

not knowing where he is going, 

because it is too dark to see. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

  

December 29: Thursday 
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM    Psalm 95 (96):1-3, 5-6 R. v. 11 

 

R. Let the heavens rejoice and earth be glad. 
 

O sing a new song to the Lord, 

sing to the Lord all the earth. 

O sing to the Lord, bless his name.  R 

 

Proclaim his help day by day, 

  tell among the nations his glory 

  and his wonders among all the peoples. R. 

 

It was the Lord who made the heavens, 

  his are majesty and state and power 

  and splendour in his holy place.   R. 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:      John 1: 14, 12 
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!   

 

The Word became flesh, and dwelt among us. 

to all who received him  

he gave power to become children of God. 
 

Alleluia! 

 

OR:          Luke 2:32 
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!     

 

A light to enlighten the pagans 

and the glory of your people Israel. 
 

Alleluia! 

  



57 | P a g e  

 

FIRST READING       3:2-6,12-14 
 

A reading from the first letter of St. John  
 

Observance of the will of God 

 

I am writing to you, my own children,  

whose sins have already been forgiven through his name;  

I am writing to you, fathers,  

who have come to know the one  

who has existed since the beginning; 

I am writing to you, young men,  

who have already overcome the Evil One;  

I have written to you, children,  

because you already know the Father;  

I have written to you, fathers,  

because you have come to know the one  

who has existed since the beginning;  

I have written to you, young men,  

because you are strong  

and God’s word has made its home in you,  

and you have overcome the Evil One.  

You must not love this passing world  

or anything that is in the world.  

The love of the Father cannot be in any man  

who loves the world,  

because nothing the world has to offer –  

the sensual body, the lustful eye, pride in possessions –  

could ever come from the Father  

but only from the world;  

and the world, with all it craves for,  

is coming to an end;  

but anyone who does the will of God remains for ever. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

 

  

December 30: Holy Family 
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM     Psalm 95(96):7-10 

 

R. Let the heavens rejoice and earth be glad. 

 

Give the Lord, you families of peoples, 

give the Lord glory and power; 

give the Lord the glory of his name.  R. 

 

Bring an offering and enter his courts, 

worship the Lord in his temple. 

O earth, tremble before him.   R. 

 

Proclaim to the nations: ‘God is king.’ 

The world he made firm in its place; 

he will judge the peoples in fairness.  R. 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     Hebrews 1:1-2 
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!        

         

At various times in the past 

and in various different ways, 

God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets; 

but in our own time, the last days, 

he has spoken to us through his Son. 
 

Alleluia! 

 

Or: 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!        

         

A hallowed day has dawned upon us. 

Come, you nations, worship the Lord, 

for today a great light has shone down upon the earth. 
 

Alleluia! 

  



59 | P a g e  

 

FIRST READING       2:18-21 
 

A reading from the first letter of St. John  
 

You have been anointed by the Holy One 

 

Children, these are the last days;  

you were told that an Antichrist must come,  

and now several antichrists have already appeared;  

we know from this that these are the last days.  

Those rivals of Christ came out of our own number,  

but they had never really belonged;  

if they had belonged, they would have stayed with us; 

but they left us,  

to prove that not one of them ever belonged to us.  

But you have been anointed by the Holy One,  

and have all received the knowledge.  

It is not because you do not know the truth  

that I am writing to you  

but rather because you know it already  

and know that no lie can come from the truth. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

  

December 31: Saturday 

 

 



60 | P a g e  

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM    Psalm 95(96):1-2,11-13 

 

R. Let the heavens rejoice and earth be glad. 
 

O sing a new song to the Lord, 

sing to the Lord all the earth. 

O sing to the Lord, bless his name. 

Proclaim his help day by day.    R. 

 

Let the heavens rejoice and earth be glad, 

let the sea and all within it thunder praise, 

let the land and all it bears rejoice, 

all the trees of the wood shout for joy 

at the presence of the Lord for he comes, 

he comes to rule the earth.    R. 

 

With justice he will rule the world, 

he will judge the peoples with his truth.  R. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia! 
       

A hallowed day has dawned upon us. 

Come, you nations, worship the Lord, 

for today a great light has shone down upon the earth. 

 

Alleluia! 

 

Or: 
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!     John 1:14,12 
       

The Word became flesh, and dwelt among us. 

To all who received him he gave power to become children of God. 

 

Alleluia! 

 


